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Inside this issue:- 

Hello Volunteers!  

I hope you have enjoyed the long warm 

sunny days  we have had this summer.  

This summer has been very busy for all 

the scheme sites, with the volunteers 

and staff working very hard.  

Inside this issue is some exciting news 

about a new venture, Jean explains all 

on page 7.  

I hope you enjoy catching up with all of 

the happenings in this issue, remember 

if there is anything you would like to 

share with us let myself or Elaine know 

so that we can include it in the next 

issue.  

 Thank you,  

   Serena  

VOLUNTEER NEWS!  

F R E E ðPLEASE TAKE A COPY  
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THE RENAISSANCE CENTRE & TEA ROOM 

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF A VOLUNTEER  
 
I work at the Renaissance Centre for a half day each week as a shop volunteer. Iôm 

principally responsible for handling furniture sales and arranging collections, as well 
as simply making people welcome and explaining to them what the furniture scheme 

is all about.  
 
I never cease to be amazed at the generosity of our donors. The quality of the 

furniture we have on display is generally so high (assisted, of course, by the excellent 
work of our carpenter shop) that customers often assume we are an antique dealer. 

Also, the floor turnover is so frequent that I encourage visitors to come back in a day 
or two if they canôt find what they want now as they will discover almost a complete 
change in the furniture display.  

 
As I work Monday mornings things can be pretty hectic especially on the collection 

side. It seems, following the weekend lull, people are anxious to insure their 
donations will be collected (would we ever forget?!) as well as willing to give us even 
more items. With the Tea Room open (thanks to Kath) as well as the increased 

interest created by our high quality book collection (thanks to Helen) there is a steady 
flow of visitors through the shop. Often they may not buy anything but are simply 

looking for somewhere to eat or enjoy a good read. I think this gives them a good 
introduction to the variety of furniture we sell and they often return as a customer.  
 

At the end of the morning, following the occasional furniture sales ósurgeô around 
noon, I finish off with a good lunch from our Tea Room and ponder for a moment, 

dwelling on  all the nice people I meet in the shop. A reminder that generosity and 
good will is shared by so many at the RC: customers, volunteers and staff. Itôs so 
refreshing to leave the daily dose of óbad newsô behind when at the SSFS! 

 
Bill Duley  

August 2010  

WEEPING CROSS LANE WAREHOUSE 

Work has resumed on the mezzanine floor at the 

warehouse and we are expecting it to be ready for a 
relaunch in December we will keep you updated!  
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ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
It is with great sadness that we have to announce that one of our 

directors, Niall McCormack, died suddenly on 22 nd  July. Niall and his 
wife Susan were the founders of SSFS and both have been Trustees 
and then Directors of the scheme since its inception in the early 90s. 

Susan remains on our board and volunteers in the Renaissance 
Centre. Niall will be missed by us all.  

 

 

 

We have helped 18 families through the referral system since May, many more 

families are buying the items they need directly from the warehouse.  The referral 
system remains in place for the families who need to furnish their homes for a very 
reasonable £40.  

REFFERALS STATISTICS 

Since we have opened our warehouse to the public, the amount of 

referrals from people in extreme hardship has gradually reduced.  

More people are being directed by our referral agents, such as South Shropshire 

Housing Association, CAB etc,  to choose and buy their goods straight from the 

warehouse.  

Changing the system has sped up the process for clients, putting things 

more in their control and has also ensured that our clients do not suffer long 

waits for electrical items.   Currently we only have two referrals outstanding ð

which, we think, is a great achievement!  

REFERRAL PROCESS 

 

 
 

We now have 81 volunteers involved 
with SSFS in a wide range of activities.  
 
Thank you all for generously donating 
your time to us, it is very much 
appreciated and we couldnôt do it 

without you.          
    Serena  

VOLUNTEERS 
Does your community 
group need help with 
creating sustainable 

funds? Do you know someone  
who would benefit from free 

advice on how to develop their 
organisation?  

 
We can help!  SSFS have the 
experience, knowledge and 

enthusiasm to turn your passion 
into profit. 

 
Call James on 01584 877751 or email 

james@furniturescheme.co.uk 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Beko-WM5100W-Washing-Machine/dp/B00230VQ5I/ref=sr_1_6?ie=UTF8&s=kitchen&qid=1265714506&sr=8-6
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THE SECRET BOOKSHOP 
 

News from the Book Shop  
 

A proper bookshop should have something for everyone from pre -
school to scholarship.  This is not always easy to achieve in a 
charity shop dependent on donations.  But just at the moment we 

can say we have done so, thanks to a lot of really interesting 
boxes of donated books.  

 
Good quality books for young children are most important in 
encouraging their taste for reading but new they can be very 

expensive. We currently have a wide selection of really good 
childrenôs books  for ages up  to about 12. 

 
For impoverished students on their way back to school or college there are plenty of 
second -hand textbooks on a range of subjects.  

 
For older readers, nostalgic for favourite writers of the past we keep a lot of pre -war 

books as well as reprints.  
 

And, of course, there are always plenty of other subjects to choose from whether you 
are interested in art, needlework, cookery or gardening.  
 

Helen Muir  

 

Allow me to introduce myself to you. I am Ron Kelly, the new SSFS volunteer at 
Church Stretton.  
 

I have been in the building trade and I've also worked in Retail management. I was 
first told about this scheme by Carla who has volunteered at the Church Stretton 

branch. After talking to John Jones and Gill Green, I decided that as I had some free 
time I could volunteer and maybe I could offer some help from my 

workplace  experience.  
 
I have found in the short time I have been with South Shropshire Furniture Scheme, 

that if we all work together, there is nothing that can't be done!  
 

If you come down to see us at Church Stretton you will see a few changes have been 
made, John Jones has shown me the ropes and is always happy to listen and 
sometimes try out my ideas, Gill and Serena are always 

there if I need advice so all in all we have a brilliant Team 
who are great to work with.  

 
I look forward to meeting you all soon and I'm glad I've 
volunteered for such a worthwhile and interesting Charity.  

 
                                                                Ron Kelly  

CHURCH STRETTON ôRõ SHOP  
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NEW STAFF & VOLUNTERS, 

WELCOME TO: 
Jonnie Nowell ðVan driver/assistant  

Sonny Curt ð Van assistant/carpentry  

Harry Goldsmith ðVan assistant  

Jason Meredith ðWarehouse assistant/

carpentry  

Adam Craven ðCarpentry  

Stefan Brick ðVan assistant  

Jodie Radmore ðWarehouse assistant  

Ann Baker ðBedding/textiles at Weeping 

Cross Lane  

Luke Whiteley ðCarpentry  

David Robinson ðVeolia site in Shrewsbury  

 

STAFF  

Tim Stevens ðVan assistant  

Alex Hughes ð riviiv, Shrewsbury  

Stephen Robinson ðreviiv, Shrewsbury  

 

On Saturday 15th May, Jane, Jean, Rosemary, Mike, James 

and Steve took part in the Walk for MIND.   
 
They set off from Craven Arms Secret Hills Discovery Centre, 

and the 7 mile walk took them to Flounders Folly and back 
over Wenlock Edge and Marches Way.  

 
And we had a lovely lunch afterwards!    Jean 

SSFS STAFF UNDERTAKE WALK FOR MIND  

OUR RENAISSANCE CENTRE VOLUNTEER MATT DULEYôS 

SPONSORED WALK  
 
It has been 5 years since Mattôs friend Si Halladay finished his 
treatment for lymphoma and to celebrate they took on the 

challenge of walking the 3 Peaks in Yorkshire to raise funds for 
the Lymphoma Association. The walk was 25 miles in total, with 
5,000 feet of ascent and the challenge was to do all this within 12 hours.    

 
They made it round in one piece despite the elements somewhat conspiring against 

them, and clocked in at around 10 hours 15 minutes.  
 
The Lymphoma Association, provide invaluable support and information for those 

affected by Lymphoma, the most common cancer affecting people under 30.    
 

If you would like to make a donation to the 
Lymphoma Association please visit Siôs Just Giving 
page at:  http://www.justgiving.com/simon -halladay   

 
Matt, Si and Steve enjoying a well earned drink after 

completing the challenge!  WELL DONE !!  


